Robert L. Graham
10266 Coastal Highway
Milford, DE. 199463

September 19, 2006

Governor Ruth Ann Minner
Tatnall Building
Dover DE. 19901

Huonorable Governor Minner,

The disposal of municipal and private development wastewater is an
issue of utmost importance and one which impacts greatly on the future
development of our State.

As you may be sware, I recently wrote a letter to the editor of the News
Joarnal very critical of an “Issue papec” written by Mr. Nicholas
DiPasquale of Duffield Associates propasing the use of state-owned
lands for the dispessl of wastewsater. | have attached & copy of that
lerter and will not reiterate those concerns here, I do, however, want to
emphasize that this is an issue of major concern to me and others with
whom I have talked. The proposal of Mr. DiPasquale to use state-owned
land for the disposal of wastewater is nof a complete and objective
analyeis of this issue. It has very serious policy implications for all the
citizens of Delaware, especially the hunting, fishing, wildlife and general
recreation users who, along with you, huve championed the cause of
open space acquisition and protection in Delaware, Put bluntly, the
proposal is disrespectful of the hard work on the part of many
individuals and organizations that have sought to build a legacy of
public lnnds nequisition, protection and management for all the citizens
of Delaware and future generations to cnjoy.

Mr. Difasquale’s issue paper states unnbashedly that state-owned lands
should be nsed for wastewater disposal becanse they are readily
available and their use would be cheaper than having developers and
municipalitics buy more expensive land at current market prices. This
approach clearly ignores the conservation purposes for which fish and
wildlife, forestry and parks lands were purchased. It clearly
demonstrates Mr. DiPasquales and Duffield Associates’ bigs toward
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development and having development subsidized by the state. This, as [
undevstand vour “Liveable Delaware Program™, is contrary to the
policies thet vour administration is frying to promote.

Equazlly as troubling in Mr. DiPasquales's proposal ix the failure to
identify and discuss the visks involved in the application of wastewater
to the state lsnds, the plant and animal resources on these lands and the
public that uses them. The issne paper is structured as an advocacy
piece that has the public whe uses and has paid for these lands assume
all the risk, while developers and engineering planning groups reap all
the benefits. Fish and wildlife, plant communities and key
environmental habitats are important products of these state lands and
to change management to allow the application of wastewater— simply
because it is expedient and cheap to do so-- is uncooscionable. This is
not good public policy and again, another example of the lack of balance
between the general public and the businesses that benefit from
development,

Governor, let me close by respectfully asking vou to step forward on
this issue consistent with the way you have led the fight to protect
Deluware's open space and state to the Clean Water Advisory Council,
Mr. Dil'asquale and any other working group concerned with
wastewater disposal thal state-owned fish and wildlife, parks and
forestry lnmds are off limits nod wiil not be used for this purpose. Such a
statement will send & clear sigoal and help protect the legacy of open
space preservation that vou and 1, and many other individuals and
organizytivns, have fought 3o hard to establish,

Hespectiully,
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Robert L. Graham

¢c. Lt. Governor John Carney
John Huphes, Secretary DNREC
Mike Riska, Delaware Nature Society
Rusty Harvey, Delaware Wildlands, Inc. <
Roger Jones, Nature Conservancy

Attachment



Wastewater praposal may
vost the state faderal funds

Nick DiPsaguabe’s sugpes-
o of using stabe lands for the
dispocal of treated wastewater
18 &1y Tntarnating gn, bat shodd
Se nvestigetyd thoroughly be
fore pushing Lt it

Havng toen Ssevatary of the
Dopactment of Najural Re-
sources & Irvironmcnal Con

tral, he known thee the deparce-

ment has numennis aares of
land under s contrel andfor
mans Wh:@nﬂ V.
eral othuey past secrelaries) hnve
failed to recoEnize & that re-
Etrictings e posad By the sourte
af the funde used

thee Japcts may pravent what
It 15 progsing.

A JURERr partion of TINERC
public lnnds wore murehaged
using federal uid fundlog. The
IMvision of Parks bas vead Fed.
eral Land & Weter Conseiva
e fodnds, The THv iston of Fish
& Wildilfe hes plso nsed 1
soures of imdhﬁ:n Wil & fad.
erat aid in Wildlife snd Fisk.
erjes Restoration (PR & DI

fomglan,

Bolifc i
S b e e e
wihieli the kande were

imfended. Auy diverted itses - .

P A T
ug 5 -

consequetc of lands and thely
management costs being pe-
VAT i e fedeyal &

gemey
This factok; the ibde and
robable degradation of the
e e,
pact ok 5
ggm T trakoany @.mﬁum-
1 before izns fise lmple-
mstaton gﬁ&'ﬂ-ﬂﬂ.

beckn of flehermon, hunters
and cther putdoar rearestion

oy
Hobert L., Grtimm
Mg





